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PRESS RELEASE 
  
CARON-BOUTET CASE: A DECISION THAT WILL NOT FACILITATE ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN 
ALBERTA 
 
Edmonton, November 20, 2015 – The Association des juristes d’expression française de 
l’Alberta (AJEFA) is very disappointed with the judgment of The Supreme Court of Canada in the 
Caron-Boutet case.  
 
"The Court had the opportunity to make a decision that would have contributed to the 
development of Francophone minority communities and improved access to justice. The current 
situation is awkward for lawyers and for Francophones because we have the right to express 
ourselves in French before the Court, while referring to English only legislation" said Mr. Pierre 
Asselin. 
 
Moreover, AJEFA considers that this decision will have a negative impact on the accessibility to 
justice in Alberta. "For various reasons, including the decrease and inaccessibility to legal aid 
services, the number of litigants who are not represented by a lawyer is growing rapidly in 
Alberta. Most litigants are not used to navigating the legal system, making their experience 
more frightening, intimidating, and harrowing; imagine the experience of a French-Speaking 
litigant who does not understand English very well, and who has access to English only 
legislation!" 
 
In the past few weeks, AJEFA has been in contact with the office of Honourable Kathleen 
Ganley, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Alberta, to arrange a meeting and discuss 
AJEFA’s projects, one of which is the Centre albertain d’information juridique, and opportunities 
for collaboration in order to increase access to justice, and improve legal assistance for 
Francophones.  
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The AJEFA’s mission is to facilitate access to judicial services in French and to promote the use of 
French in the administration of justice in Alberta. In April 2015, AJEFA opened the Centre 
albertain d’information juridique which provides a bilingual legal information, support and 
guidance service to all Albertans, regardless of their legal issue or their income. 
 
Source :  Fernande Bergeron 
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