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1	 Back:	Carole	Aippersbach,	Justin	Kingston	(Chair),	Morgan	McClelland,	Kim	Arial	
Front:	Elsy	Gagné,	Bianca	Kratt,	Gabriel	Joshee-Arnal	(Secretary-Treasurer)	
Absent:	Shannon	James	(Vice-Chair)

2	 Justin	Kingston	thanking	Honourable	Judge	Mary	T.	Moreau
3	 Randy	Boissonnault,	Denise	Lavallée,	Honourable	David	Lametti,	Justin	Kingston
4	 Bianca	Kratt	and	Justin	Kingston	present	the	Jean-Louis-Lebel	award	to	Edmund	E.	Aunger

1

2

34



On behalf of the Association des juristes d’expression française de 
l’Alberta (French Legal Professionals Association — AJEFA), I am very 
proud to present this annual report to the community. 

The past year began on a high note when more than 100 people attended 
our annual banquet on June 1, 2018 in Edmonton where we presented 
the Jean-Louis-Lebel Award to Professor Emeritus Edmund E. Aunger. 
Our keynote speaker, the Honourable Chief Justice of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench of Alberta, Mary T. Moreau, shared with us her vision  
on the future of access to justice in French. 

Thanks to the Government of Alberta’s Community Initiatives Program, 
in the fall of 2018 we conducted a major feasibility study in Calgary, Fort 
McMurray, Grande Prairie, Lethbridge and Red Deer on the provision of 
French-language legal services. The findings and recommendations of 
this study are available in French and English on our website.

In October and November, AJEFA toured five regions to present skits 
designed to inform seniors about abuse. A lawyer was present at each  
of the presentations to answer questions. This project was funded by  
the Government of Canada’s New Horizons for Seniors Program. 

In December, Justice Canada and Canadian Heritage provided funding 
for two bilingual restorative justice forums attended by 75 participants  
in Calgary and Edmonton. 

On March 4, 2019, AJEFA had the honour of welcoming federal Minister 
of Justice David Lametti and Liberal Member of Parliament for Edmonton 
Centre Randy Boissonnault to our offices. We discussed with them the 
issues of access to justice in French in Alberta. At the provincial level, 
we met with representatives of Alberta Justice and Solicitor General on 
setting up a joint committee for the implementation of the French policy.

On May 31, 2019, the Honourable Claudette Tardif will receive the 
Jean-Louis-Lebel Award and Rénald Rémillard, executive director of our 
national French-speaking lawyers association, will be our guest speaker 
at our banquet in Calgary. On the occasion of this event, pratiquO, the 
University of Ottawa Faculty of Law’s French-Language Continuing 
Professional Development Centre, will present two half-days of training 
offered by experts from Alberta, Ontario, Quebec and elsewhere.

In 2018-2019, the Alberta Legal Information Centre of AJEFA conducted 
1,454 consultations. This represents a 10% increase over the previous 
year. In total, more than 4,810 consultations have taken place since 
its opening in 2015. You will find statistics from the Centre, funded by 
Justice Canada, as well as a brief summary of our school workshops, 
legal activities, mock trials and special projects in the following pages.

I would like to conclude by thanking all the members of the Board of 
Directors who represent the 115 members of AJEFA (see photo) as well 
as the office staff: Denise Lavallée, Executive Director, Ida Ituze and 
Brigitte Etien, Legal Information Officers, Maria Vigneault, Administrative 
Assistant and Mélanie Dubreuil, Receptionist.

We look forward to continuing to work with you to advance access to 
justice in French in Alberta!

Justin Kingston
AJEFA Board Chair

MESSAGE FROM 
BOARD CHAIR 
JUSTIN KINGSTON
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YOUTH WORKSHOPS
Nearly 600 youth participated in debate and information workshops on three issues: 
cyberbullying, the justice system and human rights. These workshops were held at special 
events in Francophone and French immersion schools in Beaumont, Calgary, Edmonton, 
Fort McMurray, Grande Prairie, Plamondon, Red Deer and Sherwood Park. Financial support 
was provided by the Ontario Law Foundation. Three University of Alberta law students 
volunteered with us thanks to a new partnership with Pro Bono Students Canada.

Thank you to our workshop leaders: Patrice Brideau, Isabelle Cadotte, Camille de Camprieu, 
Léa Caplan, Elizabeth Duke, Sirine Ellaham, Justine Fallu, Samuel Gagnon, Gabriel Joshee-Arnal, 
Fatima Karidio, Gabrielle Robert, Maryse Trudel and Madeleine Williams.

LEGAL INFORMATION BOOTHS AND WORKSHOPS
More than 150 members of the public were informed in various areas of the law, including new 
labour standards, legalization of cannabis and financial exploitation. These workshops were held 
in Brooks, Canmore, Edmonton and Fort McMurray. We also held information booths at special 
events such as Law Connect, Law Day and the Francophone Newcomers’ Celebration. It is the 
perfect opportunity to promote our legal information resources such as our French version of legal 
information brochures on floods and fires.

Thank you to our volunteer lawyers: Carole Aippersbach, Pauline Blais, Isabelle Cadotte, Elsy Gagné, 
Gabriel Joshee-Arnal, Dieudonné Kandolo, Joël Michaud, Maryse Trudel, Jean-Pascal Siewe, 
Natalie Tymchuk, as well as to our information booth volunteers, Issa Maïga and Michael Custer.

 25 workshops 

 595 young participants

 13 leaders

 14 schools 

 9 booths 

 12 workshops

 238 participants 

 10 lawyers

 4 regions visited
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MOCK TRIALS
77 students played a role in a mock trial whether as elementary or high school 
students or as students from the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Law. In addition, 
our lawyer members played roles in the mock trials held to fundraise for 
the Fondation franco-albertaine. Our Board Chair, Justin Kingston, played the 
role of a prisoner to raise money for the AJEFA endowment fund which is now 
at $32,253. These mock trials were held in Bonnyville, Calgary, Canmore, 
Edmonton and Sherwood Park.

Thank you to our volunteer lawyers: Kim Arial, Pierre Asselin, Maryse Culham, 
Allan Damer, Elsy Gagné, Scott Horne, Rowan Kunitz, Jean-Pascal Siewe,  
Anita St-Georges and Maryse Trudel.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FORUMS
75 people attended two bilingual restorative justice forums held December 5 in Edmonton and 
December 12 in Calgary. Participants were able to learn about restorative justice and related 
practices as well as the steps already taken in the Francophone community. Strong interest in 
developing these services in French was expressed in the evaluation forms, and since then,  
two groups have been established to follow up on the recommendations. 

Thank you to our panelists: Laurier Amyotte, Fernande Bergeron, Alexandra Bousmal, Luketa 
M’Pindou, Hélène Scott-Casey and to our keynote speaker Joanne Munro.

 8 mock trials 

 77 students

 10 lawyers 

 5 regions

 41 participants in Edmonton  

 34 participants in Calgary 
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ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS
166 Albertans are now more aware of elder abuse and how to prevent it 
after participating in the AJEFA’s information tour. Three seniors performed 
in six skits that dramatized examples of financial exploitation and conflicts 
related to wills and estates. Following the performance, an AJEFA lawyer 
answered legal questions arising from the topics presented. Thanks to the 
collaboration of the Fédération des ainés franco-albertains (Franco-Albertan 
Seniors Federation – FAFA), the presentations were very well received in 
Bonnyville, Calgary, Edmonton, Medicine Hat and St. Isidore.

 166 participants 

 5 regions

 4 lawyers

Thank you to our volunteer lawyers: Pierre Lamoureux,  
Justin Kingston and Shannon James; our actors,  
Ghislain Bergeron, Katherine Restoueix, Allain St-Cyr,  
and our playwright, France Levasseur-Ouimet.

SOMMET DES DÉBATS
This provincial debate competition was held on February 6 and 7, 2019 
at Campus Saint-Jean in Edmonton. Five schools enrolled eight teams: 
Alexandre-Taché, Archbishop MacDonald, Maurice-Lavallée, Michaëlle-
Jean and Western Canada High School. These students in grades 10 to 12 
received training in the art of debate and had the opportunity to debate 
human rights issues.

Thank you to our judges for the competition: Christopher Beasley, 
Isabelle Bernard, Léa Caplan, Camille de Camprieu, Gabriel Joshee-Arnal, 
Robert Lees-Miller, Guillaume Laroche and Danusia Moreau and our 
timekeepers Josh Ajohn, Jessie Benoit, Alpha Mara, Rémi Salmon and 
Cynthia Touko.

 16 participants 

 5 schools

 3 regions
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thank you to all our Francophone and Anglophone partners who 
shared their expertise and resources with us, helped us promote 
the Alberta Legal Information Centre, referred Francophone clients 
to us and organized activities in their respective regions.

 � Association canadienne-française de l’Alberta (Alberta’s 
French spokesorganization) and its 13 regional offices

 � accès•emploi
 � Alberta Restorative Justice Association (ARJA) 
 � Alberta Family-Youth Alliance (AJFAS)
 � University of Alberta’s Francophone Law Students’ Club
 � Association francophone de Brooks
 � Calgary Legal Guidance
 � Campus Saint-Jean (University of Alberta)
 � Centre For Public Legal Education Alberta (CPLEA)
 � Centre d’accueil et d’établissement du Nord de l’Alberta 

(Francophone Newcomers — Northern Alberta)
 � Centre d’accueil francophone (Francophone Newcomers — 

La Cité des Rocheuses, Calgary)
 � Centre d’accueil pour les nouveaux arrivants francophones 

(Francophone Newcomers — CANAF, Calgary)
 � Coalition des femmes (Francophone Women’s Coalition)
 � Conseil de développement économique de l’Alberta  

(Franco-Albertan Economic Development Council)
 � Edmonton Community Legal Centre (ECLC)
 � La Fondation franco-albertaine (Francophone Endowment 

Foundation)
 � Francophonie jeunesse de l’Alberta (Francophone Youth 

Association)
 � Grande Prairie Centre for Newcomers
 � Legal Aid Alberta
 � pratiquO (Centre for Continuing Professional Development  

at the Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa)
 � Pro Bono Law Alberta
 � Radio Cité 97.9 FM (French community radio, Edmonton)
 � Pro Bono Students Canada
 � Student Legal Services of Edmonton

2019 ANNUAL BANQUET 
SPONSORS

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA
 6,004 hits 

 693 Twitter subscribers  

 185 Twitter publications

 823 Facebook subscribers

 109 posts on Facebook

 27,658 people reached

SILVER SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSORS
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1 454 
CONSULTATIONS

MOYENS UTILISÉS  
POUR LES CONSULTATIONS

MEANS USED  
FOR CONSULTATIONS

47 %

3 %

76 %

685 EN PERSONNE
IN-PERSON

42 % 615 PAR TÉLÉPHONE 
TELEPHONE

11 % 154 PAR COURRIEL 
E-MAIL

LANGUES UTILISÉES
LANGUAGES USED

AUTRES LANGUES PARLÉES 
PAR NOTRE PERSONNEL

OTHER LANGUAGES SPOKEN  
BY OUR STAFF

 � Espagnol / Spanish
 � Kinyarwanda 
 � Kirundi 
 � Kiswahili

41 AUTRES LANGUES 
OTHER LANGUAGE

1 111 EN FRANÇAIS 
FRENCH

21 %
307 EN ANGLAIS 

ENGLISH

* Grâce à une nouvelle entente avec l’Edmonton Community Legal 
Centre (ECLC), 23 de nos clients ont eu accès à des avis juridiques  
en français avec des avocats bénévoles. 

** Notre agente juridique a rencontré 111 clients en personne à Calgary 
grâce à un partenariat avec le Centre d’accueil des nouveaux arrivants 
francophones (CANAF).  

* Thanks to a new partnership with the Edmonton Community Legal 
Centre (ECLC), 23 of our clients were provided with legal advice in 
French from volunteer lawyers.

** Our legal information officer met 111 clients in person in Calgary 
through a partnership with the Centre d’accueil des nouveaux arrivants 
francophones (Francophone Newcomers Centre — CANAF). 
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LIEU DE RÉSIDENCE / PLACE OF RESIDENCE

58 %
EDMONTON*

42 %
HORS EDMONTON

1 %
FORT McMURRAY

1 %
CENTRE-OUEST 
CENTRE WEST

0,5 %
RED DEER

4 %
SUD 
SOUTH

0,5 %
NORD-OUEST 
NORTHWEST

3 %
CENTRE-EST 
CENTRE EAST

19 %
CALGARY**

ACTIVITÉS D’ÉDUCATION 
JURIDIQUE

LEGAL INFORMATION 
ACTIVITIES

22 %
IMMIGRATION

21 %
FAMILLE 
FAMILY

8 %
TRAVAIL
WORK

12 %
ASSERMENTATION 
NOTARY PUBLIC

6 %
LOGEMENT 
HOUSING

5 %
CRIMINEL
CRIMINAL

5 %
ADMINISTRATIF 
ADMINISTRATIVE

4 %
TESTAMENTS
WILLS

6 %
DIVERS
OTHER

9 %
CIVIL

6 %
HORS PROVINCE
OUT-OF-PROVINCE

7 %
NON RAPPORTÉ 
NOT REPORTED

37 ATELIERS
WORKSHOPS

23 BÉNÉVOLES 
VOLUNTEERS

8 RÉGIONS
REGIONS

833  
PARTICIPANTS




